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SUBJECT: REPORT OF BALAGUER'S ATTENDANCE AT II ANNUAL CARIBBEAN 
CONFERENCE ON TRADE, INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

1 . PRESIDENT BALAGUER CONFIRMED, IN ANSWER TO QUERY IN 
BRIEF ENCOUNTER WITH PRESS OVER PAST WEEKEND, THAT HE WILL 
GO TO MIAMI JANUARY 19 TO ADDRESS CONFERENCE ON CARIBBEAN 
TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES. WE EXPECT REFORMISTA PARTY 
PROPAGANDA APPARATUS TO EXPLOIT TRIP IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE 
TO ENHANCE BALAGUER’S STATURE AS PRINCIPAL LEADER IN 
CARIBBEAN SUBREGION. 

2. WITH ONSET OF SERIOUS CAMPAIGNING FOR MAY 16 ELECTION, 

IN WHICH IT IS GENERALLY ACCEPTED THAT BALAGUER. ALTHOUGH AS 
YET UNDECLARED, WILL AGAIN BE HIS PARTY'S CANDIDATE, DEPT WILL 
APPRECIATE NEED FOR PRUDENCE IN USG PUBLIC COMMENTS ABOUT HIS 
PRESENCE AND ROLE IN SUBJECT CONFERENCE. 

3. DOMINICAN OPPOSITION PARTIES, EVER SUSPICIOUS OF OUR 
DECLARED NEUTRALITY IN COMING ELECTORAL CONTEST, WILL 
SCRUTINIZE CAREFULLY AND CRITICIZE ANYTHING WE SAY ABOUT 
PRESIDENT BALAGUER THAT IS SEEN TO FAVOR BALAGUER AS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SANTO 00061 052125Z 

CANDIDATE AS DISTINCT FROM STATUS AS HEAD OF STATE. 

HURWITCH 
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